
 

 

Gaia Kile, President 

People’s Food Co-op 

216 North Fourth Avenue 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

 

Dear President Kile, 

It has come to our attention that the issue of an Eden Foods boycott has been removed 

from the ballot for the April, 2015 Annual Meeting of the People’s Food Co-op.  The Washtenaw 

Chapter of the National Organization for Women (N.O.W.) strongly urges you to reconsider this 

action. 

In March 2013, Eden Foods sued the federal government  in order to exempt 

themselves from providing birth control as part of their healthcare coverage.   Although that 

case was overturned, it has since been reopened due to a more recent ruling: Hobby Lobby vs. 

The Supreme Court. 

The Hobby Lobby store filed a lawsuit stating that they should be exempt from providing 

four forms of birth control that were counter to  their religious beliefs.  Hobby Lobby won their 

case and set the precedent:   for-profit companies are now allowed to opt out of providing 

complete health care coverage for women. 

By continuing to sell Eden Foods products, we firmly believe  the Peoples Food Coop of 

Ann Arbor is complicit in the unfair treatment of female employees at Eden Foods.  We 



 

 

strongly urge you to take the lead and encourage the Board to put this issue back on the ballot 

for April 2015.  Please give your Board and  cooperative owners the opportunity to vote against 

Eden Foods remaining on the People’s Co-op shelves.   

Below is a current list of Food Cooperatives that have already removed Eden Foods from  

their shelves: 

1. Willy Street Co-op: Madison, WI 

2. Other Avenues: San Francisco, CA 

3. Central Co-op: Seattle, WA 

4. Glut Food: Mt. Rainier, MD 

5. Weaver Street Market: Carrboro, NC 

We urge you to reconsider putting this important issue back on your April 2015 ballot.  Give 

the member-owners of the Peoples Food Co-op the opportunity to support the  right to 

complete health care coverage for female employees of Eden Foods. Thank you for your 

consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cheryl Farmer MD, President, and the Board of Directors 

Washtenaw Chapter 

National Organization for Women 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


