
Liz Dahl MacGregor, Board President 

Ypsilanti Food Co-op 

312 North River 

Ypsilanti, MI 48198 

lizdmg@gmail.com 

 

Dear President Dahl MacGregor, 

 Section 2.3 of the Ypsilanti Food Co-op’s Bylaws states:  “The co-op views itself as part 

of a larger social and political movement directed toward creating a society which holds the 

welfare of all human beings as an important principle. We feel solidarity with other people, 

other groups, and especially with other cooperatives that are equally committed to providing 

people with the knowledge and resources necessary to control their own lives.” 

 In keeping with this important purpose of creating a society which considers the welfare 

of ALL humans, the Washtenaw Chapter for the National Organization for Women requests that 

the Ypsilanti Food Co-op  stop carrying Eden Foods products. 

In March 2013, Eden Foods sued the federal government  in order to exempt 

themselves from providing birth control as part of their healthcare coverage..  Although that 

case was overturned, it has since been reopened due to a more recent ruling: Hobby Lobby vs. 

The Supreme Court. 

The Hobby Lobby store filed a lawsuit stating that they should be exempt from providing 

four forms of birth control that were counter to their religious beliefs.  Hobby Lobby won their 



case and set the precedent:  for-profit companies are now allowed to opt out of providing 

complete health care coverage for women. 

By continuing to sell Eden Foods products, we firmly believe the Ypsilanti Food Co-op 

is complicit in the unfair treatment of female employees at Eden Foods.  We strongly urge you 

to take the lead and ask the Board to put this issue on the ballot at the May, 2015 Annual 

Meeting.   Please give your Board and cooperative member-owners the opportunity to vote 

against Eden Foods.    

Below is a current  list of Food Cooperatives that have already removed Eden Foods 

from  their shelves: 

1. Willy Street Co-op: Madison, WI 

2. Other Avenues: San Francisco, CA 

3. Central Co-op: Seattle, WA 

4. Glut Food: Mt. Rainier, MD 

5. Weaver Street Market: Carrboro, NC 

Please place  this important issue on your May 2015 ballot.  Give the member-owners of the 

Ypsilanti Food Cooperative the opportunity to support the right to complete health care 

coverage for female employees of Eden Foods.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Cheryl Farmer MD, President, and the Washtenaw Board of Directors. 

National Organization of Women 

 



 


